
Public Space: Violence against women and adolescent girls

Violence against women means any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or 
psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether 
occurring in public or in private life. (Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women, 1993, Article 1)

Violence in public spaces

40% of violence incidents 
occurred on public transit

9% of incidents occurred in 
educational institution

12% perpetrators were drivers 
and driver's assistant

12% perpetrators were teach-
ers, colleagues, and friends

26% of perpetrators were 
unidentified

35% tolerated the assault 
and exhibited no retaliation

25% were silenced because 
of socio-cultural factors

12% protested at the 
incident scene

2% of survivors complaint the 
violence to authority

35% of family members were 
not supportive of the situation

Why are survivors 
silent on public sexual 

assault?
• Character assassination •

• Lack of family and social support •
• Family prestige •

• Loss of employment •
• Fear of safety •

• Unable to identify the violence •
• Challenges in evidence collection •

• Doubts in obtaining justice •
 •

Note: A total of 321 people were included in the study on violence in public space.
To increase women's engagement in the public and social realm, it is 
essential to create an environment where women and adolescents can 
claim public space with comfort and dignity.

Safe public space is 
everyone's human right.

The difficulty in gathering 
evidence and the inability of 

the police to investigate 
allegations in the absence of 
evidence are clear barriers 

to the filing of complaints by 
survivors of violence in 

public spaces. 

MY BODY 

MY RIGHT
MY MOBILITYMY RIGHT



Locations where 
survivors 
experienced 
violence 
The research on violence in public 
spaces included 321 participants. 
40%of those surveyed (127) 
reported being victims of violence 
on public transportation

Response of survivors
35% (68) of respondents chose to endure, remain silent, reach an 
agreement, or provide no response.

Reason for enduring and 
keeping silent 
25% (54) choose to remain silent in the face of violence. 
Women are taught to endure since childhood and to 
remain silent for fear of being humiliated.

Perpetrators
A total of 129 respondents 
provided information on 
offenders of violence and abuse 
in public spaces. 26% of the 
perpetrators (33) were unknown. 

35% (43) of family members were seen as 
unsupportive among the 126 respondents. 

Family's response towards the 
incident 
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